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ABSTRACT

Jayanta Mahapatra, an eminent Indian poet writer in English language, 
captures the essence of cultural variations through the prism of his 
verse. His poetry transcends geographical boundaries, delving into the 
intricacies of identity, landscape and human experience. This paper 
explores the thematic motifs of cultural diversities and the interplay of 
regional identities in Mahapatra's poetry, revealing how he intricately 
weaves the complexities of cultural landscapes into his verses. In 
essence, Mahapatra's poetry serves as a reflection of the rich and varied 
cultural variations prevalent in India. His ability to encapsulate the 
essence of diverse cultural landscapes through his verse contributes 
significantly to the discourse on identity and regionalism making his 
works a significance contribution to the world of literature.

One of the earliest Indian English poets to receive recognition both domestically and 
internationally is Jayanta Mahapatra. He is a very active poet. Even though he started writing 
poetry rather late—he hadn't had any poems published until turning forty—he hasn't turned 
back since the publication of his debut poetry book, Close the Sky Ten by Ten, in 1971. His 
subsequent books were published quickly after, A Father's Hours (1976), Relationship (1980), 
A Whiteness of Bone (1992), A Rain of Rites (1976), Dispossessed Nests (1986), Waiting 
(1979), Shadow Space (1997), Bare Face (2000), Descent (2005). Mahapatra, who was born in 
Cuttack on October 22, 1928, began working as a teacher in 1949 and held positions at many 
government institutions in Odisha before he retired in 1986. At 38, he started composing 
poetry, and he is regarded as one of the three pioneers of Indian English poetry, together with 
Nissim Ezekiel and AK Ramanujan. The renowned Indian poet Jayanta Mahapatra explored 
human psychology in his moving poetry. His writings on existential contemplation and societal 
injustice have an impact that goes beyond awards. His legacy is one of deep reflection and 
sympathetic understanding, which will always be felt (Express View on Jayanta Mahapatra; 
Srivastava; Satpathy; With Jayanta Mahapatra; Zaman and Ahmed).

Jayanta Mahapatra undoubtedly attracted and still inspiring a great number of creative 
writers and researchers to experiment and find something new in his poems. Syamsundar 
Padihari in his paper, “Jayanta Mahapatra: The Poet of the Soil” he examines Mahapatra's 
subjective and open ended approach of poems, Soma Bandyopadhyay in, “Study On The 
Poetry Of Jayanta Mahapatra: Poetry As Social Commentary” depicts Mahapatra's nature of 
adapting a native custom to the English language, opposite to these Md. Sajjad presents the 
poet's internalised experiences inspired ardent readers to solve the riddles surrounding his 
creative creations in his paper titled, “A Critical Study of the Imaginative World in Jayanta 
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Mahapatra's Poetry.” Similarly Srikanth Ganduri described the imaginative world in 
Mahapatra's Poems, and the name of his paper is, “A Brief Study of the Imaginative World in 
Jayanta Mahapatra's Poetry.” Rock Pebbles: A Peer-Reviewed International Literary Journal 
dedicated a special issue for Jayanta Mahapatra in January- June 2011 issue, the editor of that 
issue was Udayanath Majhi. Cultural commentary and influence on poetic is shown by Dr. K. 
R.Vijaya in her paper, “Poetry As A Social Commentary: A Study of Select Poems of Jayanta 
Mahapatra.” Sibasis Jana explores the themes of trauma and voiceless in the poems like, 
“Hunger”, “A Missing Person”, “Random Descent”, and “Land” through the paper titled, 
“Exploring Trauma and Representing the Voiceless: A Critical Study of the Selected Poems of 
Jayanta Mahapatra.” Just like this whole issue there are many editors and writers who dedicated 
and still in process to write about Jayanta Mahapatra as a poet, pone such writer is Bijay Kumar 
Das who have written four editions of a book named, The Poetry of Jayanta Mahapatra, 
published in 2009. Apart from these Dr. Manjusri Mishra worked on the identity crisis in the 
poems of Mahapatra through her paper published as, “The search for Identity: A study of the 
poetry of Jayanta Mahapatra.” Monalisha Mondal in her paper, “Odia Identity in Jayanta 
Mahapatra's Selected Poems” describes Odia influences on his poetry. “Echoes of a bruised 
presence”: Images of women in the poetry of Jayanta Mahapatra” published in Taylor & 
Francis under World Literature Written in English issue by Madhusudan Prasad dealing with 
the presence of women in his poetry. A paper “Silence as a Mode of Transcendence in the Poetry 
of Jayanta Mahapatra” by D. R. Pattanaik published in Sage journal unveiled the silence in the 
poems of Mahapatra. After reviewing the literature the present paper examines the cultural 
reflection and thematic analysis of Mahapatra's select poems. 

 Jayanta Mahapatra is a renowned Indian Poet whose works are deeply rooted in the 
exploration of nature and culture. His poetry reflects a profound connection between these two 
facets of human existence, often juxtaposing them to highlight their intricate interplay. In this 
essay, we will delve into Jayanta Mahapatra's poetry to analyze how he portrays nature and 
culture, with textual references illustrating his themes and techniques. Jayanta Mahapatra's 
poetry is characterized by a keen observation of the natural world. His verses often depict the 
beauty and mystique of nature, drawing inspiration from the landscapes and elements that 
surrounds him. One of his notable poems that exemplify this aspect is “Hawk.” In this poem, 
Mahapatra skilfully describes the majestic flight of a hawk: Its shadow moves across a 
challenging area, as if everything in this vast area were alive, from the talons' grip to the dirt, 
where a conflict is being fought in silence. They each battled the ups and downs of the conflict 
with a steely eye closed against the pitch-black darkness, here Mahapatra uses vivid imagery to 
convey the intensity and grace of the hawk's flight. The poem's opening line, “Its shadow 
crosses a difficult space,” immediately draws the reader's attention to the bird's movement, 
setting the stage for a contemplation of nature's intricate beauty. Nature, in Mahapatra's poetry, 
is not just a backdrop but a force that interacts with human emotions and experiences. In “A 
Rain of Rites,” he explores the connection between nature and culture by evoking the monsoon 
season in India: As of right now, it has been pouring nonstop, and tomorrow it is expected to 
continue. It is predicted to rain continuously today. As the evening draws to an end, Mahapatra 
personifies the rain in this paragraph, giving it a feeling of continuity and delight. I will sit in the 
garden and rejoice uncontrollably as I listen to the water from the red broken pipe splatter on the 
earth. In the setting of India, where the monsoons are not merely meteorological occurrences 
but also have great cultural importance, the rain takes on symbolic meaning. A recurrent topic 
in Mahapatra's poetry is the union of nature and culture. Furthermore, Mahapatra often 
explores the duality of nature, portraying its serene beauty alongside its harsh, unforgiving 
aspects. In “The Glass,” he considers the transience of existence while viewing a hunting scene: 
Here, the moon is invisible, leaving just the silhouettes of its shadows on the chilly, level sky, 
here, Mahapatra juxtaposes the beauty of the moon's reflecion with the inherent violence of the 
chase, highlighting the dual nature of existence. This poem encapsulates his ability to capture 
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the intricacies of nature while exploring the cultural and philosophical dimensions of human 
life. In addition to nature, Mahapatra's poetry is deeply rooted in culture, particularly the 
cultural landscape of India. He often delves into the rituals, traditions, and social structures that 
define Indian society. A poet's identity is defined by his instant and spontaneous reactions to the 
landscape of his nation, his experiences with the culture and customs of his home, and a variety 
of other factors.  A poet must absorb the land, its spirit, culture, and pulse of its tradition before 
using history as a springboard for his imagination. Only then can the truth of his heart ignite his 
flight (Ganduri 49). “Holi” is a prime example of his exploration of cultural themes: "the 
colours in our house have no name. No power can contain them; nothing can take their extreme 
power." In this excerpt, Mahapatra emphasizes the vibrancy and uncontainable nature of the 
Holi festival, a culturally significant event in India. The use of colours as a metaphor for 
cultural diversity and richness is a recurring motif in his poetry. Furthermore, Mahapatra's 
poems frequently delve into the complexities of cultural identity and the clash between 
tradition and modernity, In “Dawn at Puri,” he reflects on the changing landscape of a sacred 
Indian town: And as I open my eyes into the yellow sand in the morning, I notice the enormous 
sculptures that resemble the remains of a monolith, together with domes and spires, here, 
Mahapatra portrays the conflict between the ancient, sacred architecture of Puri and the 
encroachment of modernity. In addition to being a modern poet who draws inspiration from 
physics, where ideas about light and dark and the universe's beginnings will undoubtedly find a 
way, he is also a highly difficult and laborious poet since pictures are never readily described. 
Numerous qualities and features exist in Jayanta. He is a contemporary, modernist, post-
modern, psychological, sociological, and historical image-maker, myth-weaver, dreamer, and 
visionary. He is also a realist, surrealist, and feminist. He is both a national and international 
poet, having been an Oriya poet initially. Typically, Puri, Bhubaneshwar, and Cuttack serve as 
the centre of his poetry's magnificent display (Vijaya 23). 

The “fossil of a monolith” symbolizes the preservation of tradition in the face of rapid 
change, a recurring theme in his work. Furthermore, Jayanta Mahapatra's poetry often explores 
the intersection of nature and culture in a deeply philosophical manner. In “Life in the Old 
Man's Beard,” he contemplates the transient nature of existence: "Life with its pompous beards, 
its refuse of the long night's traffic that is all we know." The reference to "beards" here can be 
interpreted as both the physical manifestations of life and as a metaphor for culture and 
tradition. Mahapatra suggests that life and culture are intertwined, shaped by the passage of 
time and the accumulation of experiences. Moreover, Mahapatra's use of language and imagery 
adds depth to his exploration of nature and culture. He employs vivid and sensory-rich 
descriptions, allowing readers to immerse themselves in the landscapes and cultural 
experiences he portrays. In "Dawn at Puri," he writes: "It is Puri. Dawn is at my window, as it 
should be, a poem of colour. “The use of a poem of colour" conveys the idea that nature and 
culture are intertwined narratives that inspire the poet's verses. Mahapatra's language itself 
becomes a bridge between the two realms. In conclusion, Jayanta Mahapatra's poetry is a 
captivating exploration of the intricate relationship between nature and culture. Through vivid 
imagery, philosophical reflections, and a deep connection to his Indian heritage, he weaves 
together these two facets of human existence. His poems, such as "Hawk," "Dawn at puri," and 
"Life in the Old man's Beard," exemplify his ability to depict the beauty and complexity of 
nature while exploring the cultural landscape of India. In Mahapatra's poetry, nature and 
culture are not separate entities but intertwined threads that shape our understanding of the 
world and our place within it. 

The title of the collection of poems, A Rain of Rites, describes a peculiar quiet, 
solitude, and stillness that are uncommon to find in other places. The scene is Indian country, 
with mud-built houses strewn over a large area, rivers, hills, and trees, all set against a backdrop 
of mythological past. A state by the sea where rituals and rain fall upon it; it has its own story to 
tell, explain, and annotate. Seeing his verses unadorned is preferable to deciphering them via 
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analysis. The poems possess an unearthly tranquilly that is noticeable (Prasad 370). 
Mahapatra's poem "Temple" satisfies a duty that falls upon all Indian poets: to convey the 
suffering and mystique of the Indian lady, an autumn of yearning, as she moves slowly and in 
reverse in her solitary, a puzzle on her pedestal. And he does it with great effect, giving lengthy 
respect. In his poetry, Jayanta Mahapatra expresses the suffering of contemporary man by using 
a calculated rejection of the outside world as a springboard for introspection and purging. 
Poems such as “Hunger,” “A Missing Person,” “Land,” “Random Descent,” and “A Rain of 
Rites,” among others, depicts the horrific realities of the marginalised group in society (Jana 
86).

The intricate interaction between environment and culture was a recurring theme in 
the works of Jayanta Mahapatra (1928-2014), a towering figure in contemporary Indian poetry. 
His poetry, which are frequently marked by striking imagery and deep reflection, explore the 
connections between nature and the human experience, obfuscating distinctions and 
emphasizing their significant influence on one another. With an emphasis on the concepts of 
interconnection, metamorphosis, and the search for meaning, this essay will examine the 
numerous ways that Mahapatra depicts the interaction between nature and culture.

Poetry of Mahapatra often shows nature and culture as being mutually dependent and 
influential. "The sunflower, rooted to the ground, / Turns its face to the sun, / Absorbing its 
light, its warmth, / Like a man turning to his god," (The Vase)  is how Mahapatra depicts the 
flower, not just as a stunning natural thing but also as a representation of human resiliency and 
hope. This visual highlights our mutual need for nourishment: just as humans depend on nature 
for their own life, sunflowers depend on the sun for growth. Mahapatra similarly depicts the sea 
in "Fisherman's Dream," where he says, "The sea is our mother, the giver of life, / But also the 
taker, the destroyer," illustrating how the sea can be both a source of livelihood and a potent 
force that influences the lives of coastal people. In this poem, the sea is not just a backdrop but 
also an active player in the life of the fisherman, highlighting the connections between the 
natural world and human culture. Mahapatra frequently considers the intricacies of human 
existence through the imagery of environmental change. In the poem "Metamorphosis," he 
utilized the metaphor of a caterpillar turning into a butterfly to represent the capacity for 
significant personal development and change: "The green tomb breaks, / The butterfly 
emerges, / Painted wings take flight, / Leaving behind the chrysalis"

"Metamorphosis"). This poem makes the argument that, like nature, humans are 
capable of continuous change and can rise above their constraints. In "The Remembered 
Village," Mahapatra also presents the natural environment as a witness to the passage of time 
and the changes that have occurred to human settlements: "The village I remember / Is no more. 
/ The river has changed its course, / The fields are overgrown" (Mahapatra, "The Remembered 
Village"). The poem emphasizes how both the natural world and human civilization are 
dynamic, undergoing continuous change and rejuvenation.

Mahapatra's poetry frequently present nature as a comfort and a direction for those 
seeking purpose in life. In Mahapatra's "Earth," he finds comfort in the natural world's enduring 
presence: "The earth endures, / Patient and strong, / Witness to our fleeting lives." The premise 
of this poem is that, in spite of its ongoing transformations, nature provides a sense of 
permanence and stability that people often long for in their lives. Mahapatra similarly employs 
the imagery of rain in "Rain" to represent the purifying influence of nature and its capacity to 
revitalize the human soul: "The rain washes away the dust, / The grime of the city, / Leaving 
behind a clean slate" (Mahapatra, "Rain"). This poem makes the case that getting back in touch 
with nature can help people regain their inner peace and pave the route to self-discovery. 
The poetry of Jayanta Mahapatra provides a thorough examination of the relationship between 
culture and environment. He portrays the natural world as a source of nourishment, 
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transformation, and significance for human existence through striking imagery and perceptive 
insights. His writings are a potent reminder of how much nature affects our lives and how 
crucial it is to cultivate a peaceful relationship with it.

Works Cited

Bandyopadhyay, Soma. “Study On The Poetry Of Jayanta Mahapatra: Poetry As Social

Commentary.” International Journal of Advanced Multidisciplinary Scientific Research, vol. 
3, no. 12, 2020, pp. 26-36.

 https://doi.org/10.31426/ijamsr.2020.3.12.3953. Accessed 2 Nov. 2023.

thDas, Bijay Kumar. The Poetry of Jayanta Mahapatra. 4  ed., Atlantic, 2009. 

“Express View on Jayanta Mahapatra: The Poet's Humanism.” The Indian Express. 29 Aug. 
2023. https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/editorials/express-view-on-jayanta-
mahapatra-the-poets-humanism-8913782/. Accessed 10 Nov. 2023. 

Ganduri, Srikanth. “A Brief Study of the Imaginative World in Jayanta Mahapatra's Poetry”. 
Contemporary Literary Review India, vol. 6, no. 1, Feb. 2019, pp. 44-58, 
https://literaryjournal.in/index.php/clri/article/view/225. Accessed 4 Nov. 2023.

Jana, Sibasis. “Exploring Trauma and Representing the Voiceless: A Critical Study of the 
Selected Poems of Jayanta Mahapatra.” Writers Editors Critics, vol. 6, no. 1, Mar. 
2016, pp. 86-93.

 https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B7NMEGVMjX2mcVpHUnNPbW01ak0/view? 
resourcekey=0-rRzjYFJKKAiAxvZsS5T3fQ. Accessed 10 Nov. 2023. 

Mahapatra, Jayanta. “A Rain of Rites.” A Rain of Rites, U. Of Georgia P., 1976, p. 10. 

..., “Dawn at Puri.” A Rain of Rites, U. Of Georgia P., 1976, p. 28. 

..., “Temple.” Poem Hunter, 5 July 2015, 

Mahapatra, Jayanta. "Earth." Eating Pomegranate: Selected Poems, Penguin Books India, 
2009.

---. "Fisherman's Dream." Eating Pomegranate: Selected Poems, Penguin Books India, 2009.

---. "Metamorphosis." Eating Pomegranate: Selected Poems, Penguin Books India, 2009.

---. "The Remembered Village." Eating Pomegranate: Selected Poems, Penguin Books India, 
2009.

---. "The Sunflower." Eating Pomegranate: Selected Poems, Penguin Books India, 2009.
https://www.poemhunter.com/poem/temple-by-jayanta-mahapatra/. Accessed 1 
Nov. 2023. 

Majhi, Udayanath, editor. “A Special Issue on Jayanta Mahapatra.” Rock Pebbles: A Peer-
Reviewed International Literary Journal, vol. 15, no. 1, Jan.-June 2011, pp. 1+, 
http://www.rockpebblesindia.in/Book24.html. Accessed 11 Nov. 2023. 

Mishra, Dr. Manjusri. “The search for Identity: A study of the poetry of Jayanta Mahapatra.” 
Prat idhwani  the  Echo ,  vol .  6 ,  no.  4 ,  Apr.  2018,  pp.  358-63,  
https://www.thecho.in/volume-vi,-issue-iv,-april-2018.html. PDF download. 

Mondal, Monalisha. “Odia Identity in Jayanta Mahapatra's Selected Poems.” International 
Journal of Multidisciplinary Educational Research, vol. 12, no. 1(2), Jan. 2023, pp. 



DIALOGUE34 Vol XIX, No. 2 Dec. 2023

65-69, http://ijmer.in.doi./2023/01.01.34. PDF download. 

Padihari, Syamsundar. “Jayanta Mahapatra: The Poet of the Soil.” Indian Literature, vol. 51, 
no. 3 (239), 2007, pp. 168–76. JSTOR, http://www.jstor.org/stable/23340468. 
Accessed 1 Nov. 2023.

Pattanaik, D. R. “Silence as a Mode of Transcendence in the Poetry of Jayanta Mahapatra.” The 
Journal of Commonwealth Literature, vol. 26, no. 1, Mar. 1991, pp. 117–26, 
https://doi.org/10.1177/002198949102600109. Accessed 8 Nov. 2023. 

Prasad, Madhusudan. '“Echoes of a Bruised Presence”: Images of Women in the Poetry of 
Jayanta Mahapatra'. World Literature Written in English, vol. 28, no. 2, Sept. 1988, pp. 
367–78, https://doi.org/10.1080/17449858808589074. Accessed 9 Nov. 2023. 

Sajjad, Md. “A Critical Study of the Imaginative World in Jayanta Mahapatra's Poetry.” The 
Expression: An International Multidisciplinary e-Journal, vol. 5, no. 6, 2019, pp. 36-
41. https://www.expressionjournal.com/issues.php?cat_id=30. Accessed 30 Oct. 
2023. 

Satpathy, Sumanyu. “'Old Things to Talk Over': A Tribute to Jayanta Mahapatra.” The Wire, 6 
Sept. 2023, https://thewire.in/books/tribute-to-jayanta-mahapatra-odisha-poet.  
Accessed 8 Nov. 2023. 

Srivastava, K. K. “Remembering Jayanta Mahapatra A poet of depth and humanity.” The 
Pioneer ,  1 Oct. 2023, https://www.dailypioneer.com/2023/sunday-
edition/remembering-jayanta-mahapatra---a-poet-of-depth-and-humanity.html. 
Accessed 5 Nov. 2023. 

“The Glass” Pinterest, 1976, https://in.pinterest.com/pin/glass-by-jayanta-mahapatra--
552183604323982585/. Accessed 22 Dec. 2023. 

Vijaya, Dr.K.R. “Poetry As A Social Commentary: A Study of Select Poems of Jayanta 
Mahapatra.” Veda's Jouranal of English Language and Literature, vol. 3, no. 4, 2016, 
pp. 21-34. https://www.joell.in/vol-3-issue-4-2016/. PDF download. 

“With Jayanta Mahapatra, a poetic era passes.” The New Indian Express. 28 Aug. 2023. 
https://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/2023/aug/28/with-jayanta-mahapatra-a-
poetic-era-passes-2609285.html. Accessed 10 Nov. 2023. 

Zaman, Shah Sufiyan, and Ashraf Ali Ahmed. “Jayanta Mahapatra the Confessional Man and 
the Poet.” Journal of Emerging Technologies and Innovative Research, vol. 5, no. 2, 
Feb. 2018, pp. 11-16, https://www.jetir.org/view?paper=JETIR1802306. Accessed 3 
Nov. 2023. 


	Page 37
	Page 38
	Page 39
	Page 40
	Page 41
	Page 42

